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Synopsis

An epidemic of fever sweeps through the streets of 1793 Philadelphia in this novel from Laurie
Halse Anderson where "the plot rages like the epidemic itself" (The New York Times Book
Review).During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her
widowed mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn
the family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out.
Disease sweeps the streets, destroying everything in its path and turning Mattie’s world upside
down. At her feverish mother’s insistence, Mattie flees the city with her grandfather. But she soon
discovers that the sickness is everywhere, and Mattie must learn quickly how to survive in a city

turned frantic with disease.
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Customer Reviews

in a sentence or two: it's 1793 in Philadelphia, and a mysterious fever is said to be killing people
without mercy. the murmurings of yellow fever come to fruition when 15 year old Mattie’s mom is
struck ill with a fever that drives her crazy and gives her eyes a horrid yellow tinge.Mattie, her mom,
their cook Eliza and Mattie’s grandpa run a coffeehouse in Philadelphia. grandpa served under the
great General Washington and likes to fill her days sharing stories, sneaking her candy, and being
overall supportive and encouraging. her dad died from a fall off a ladder which left her mom
understandably saddened and bitter, very much unlike the soft and comforting woman she used to
be. their life at the coffeehouse provides a good deal of gossip off the street about the fever,

however, their first awareness is when their beloved scullery maid and friend of Mattie dies suddenly



in her home.the book is the journey of Mattie and her family in their attempts to avoid the yellow
fever. the fear that people felt from not knowing how to prevent the spreading of the disease or what
to do when it struck is strongly delivered by Anderson. the differing opinions of doctors, the despair,
and the struggle to keep going when everything seems hopeless flood this book with rich emotions.i
was impressed with Mattie’s voice as the narrator. as a 15 year old, she’s in that awkward phase
somewhere between being a girl to being a woman, which adds a blend of insecurity and
determination that fits perfectly with the surrounding circumstances of the rest of the story. i didn’t
think i was getting too sucked in to the emotions until i was bawling in the middle when someone

died...then i realized how captivating this book was.
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